Level 1 Umpiring Qualification.
There are three stages to the Level 1 course. The first 2 stages need to be completed before the assessment at Stage 3.

Stage 1 – Knowledge of the rules.
In order to make sure each umpire has a full understanding and consistent interpretation of the rules, 2 sessions (usually clubhouse based) lasting about 2 or 2.5 hours each, precede a test in the 3rd session, which lasts about 1-1.5 hours. In addition to covering all of the rules, this is an opportunity to discuss some of the other aspects of umpiring such as control, presentation, positioning etc. It is ideal if, prior to these sessions, a basic understanding of the rules either through playing or reading the rulebook is established. It is useful to have a copy of the rulebook – printed copies are available or download them from the EHA web site.  A pass mark of 75% or more is required for the test.

Stage 2 – Practical experience.
Each candidate needs to umpire 3 reasonable level games of hockey, where the captains sign a provided card as witness. Some candidates at this stage like to have a coaching session where an experienced umpire/coach from Surrey will attend and give advice and guidance in order to help. If any candidates require this contact the Surrey Umpire Development Manager with details of date, time and location of the match and a suitable coach will be made available.

Stage 3 – The Assessment.
The assessment is made by an experienced umpire/coach, and needs to be a game of reasonable standard. The candidate will be assessed against the following criteria:




Visual impact




Whistling




Signals




Time keeping




Positioning/mobility




Application of the rules




Advantage




Aerial ball




Control




Co-operation with colleague

Following the game the candidate will be debriefed about their performance. 3 outcomes are possible:

1. Pass Level 1.

2. Pass Surrey Badge. (slightly lower level)

3. Fail.

In order to retain the Level 1 qualification in subsequent seasons, umpires need to do umpire at least 6 games per season at a reasonable level.

A fee of £25 for each adult and £20 for U18’s needs to be sent in with any application for the course - a copy of the application form is attached. Please make the cheque payable to SHUA and post to J. Binner – her address is at the top of the application form.
