TULSE HILL & DULWICH HOCKEY CLUB  

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING

EXPLANATORY NOTE
As many of you will know it was one of the objectives when the three hockey clubs, Tulse Hill, Dulwich Men and Dulwich Women merged, that the new club would be eligible to become a registered charity.  This only became possible because of a recent change in policy by the Charity Commission to recognise healthy recreation in the playing of a particular sport as capable of being a charitable object.  The new club’s Memorandum was therefore drafted with the following two primary objects:

“the promotion of community participation in healthy recreation by the provision of facilities for the playing of hockey” 

“to advance the physical education of young people not undergoing formal education in particular by the provision of facilities for the playing and coaching of hockey”

It was however important that the new club should have enshrined in its constitution recognition that it was the successor to the three clubs that had merged. Accordingly the following third object (clause 3.3) was also included in the original Memorandum:

“in so far as not incompatible with the [above] objects … to be the successor of the hockey clubs known as Tulse Hill Hockey Club, Dulwich Mens Hockey Club and Dulwich Womens Hockey Club”

To this was added the following power (in clause 4.1):

“To acquire and take over the undertaking property and assets of the hockey section of Honor Oak & Tulse Hill Club Limited, known as Tulse Hill Hockey Club, and the unincorporated bodies known as Dulwich Mens Hockey Club and Dulwich Womens Hockey Club”

The view that has now been taken by the Charity Commission is that clause 3.3 should not be an “object” but that reference to the new club being the successor to the three former clubs should be included in clause 4.1.  Clause 4.1 would then read as follows:

“To acquire and take over the undertaking property and assets of and to be the successor to the hockey section of Honor Oak & Tulse Hill Club Limited, known as Tulse Hill Hockey Club, and the unincorporated bodies known as Dulwich Mens Hockey Club and Dulwich Womens Hockey Club.”

If these changes are made the Charity Commission will accept the new club’s application for registration as a charity.  It is therefore important that the amendments are made as soon as possible.  In reality the change is cosmetic and technical, but we have to do it to achieve charitable status.

Any alteration to the Memorandum of Association of a company requires a special resolution passed at a General Meeting.  We have therefore called an EGM to coincide with Board and Club Committee meetings on the same night.  The quorum required for the EGM is 15.
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